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Ibadan Inland Dry Port project: Construction commences Q1, 2021 - 

Bello 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Nigerian Shippers' Council 

(NSC), Mr. Hassan Bello, has disclosed that construction work at Ibadan Inland Dry 

Port project would commence in the first quarter of 2021. 

He said that the port which is located at Olorisa-Oko, Oyo State which would be com-

pleted within one year. 

Bello disclosed this when he led the NSC's team on a courtesy visit to the Executive 

Governor of Oyo State, His Excellency, Engineer Seyi Makinde at the State House, Sec-

retariat Ibadan, Oyo State. 

“The project which has I80, 000 Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit (TEU) capacity has been 

awarded to the China Road Construction Company (CRCC), the preferred bidder on 

Build, Finance, Operate Maintain and Transfer under Public Private Partnership ar-

rangement. 

“With the support by the Oyo State Government, the dry port project will meet its aspi-

ration,'' he said 

On the economic benefits, Bello expressed optimism that the Ibadan Inland Dry Port 

Oyo State Gov. Seyi Makinde and ES/CEO, NSC Hassan 

Bello at the State house secretariat in Ibadan 
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would create employment opportunities for citizens, generate appreciable revenue for 

Government and as well address congestion at the nation's seaports. 

He said that NSC was collaborating 

with Infrastructure Concession Regula-

tory Commission (ICRC), Federal 

Ministry of Transportation, Federal 

Ministry of Finance, Research Institute 

and many others to aid the develop-

ment of the project. 

The Director, South-West Zone of the 

Council, Mr. Glory Onojedo expressed 

delight at the support NSC has been receiving from the host State Government. 

He expressed optimism that the collaboration with host community and key stakehold-

ers would fast-track the development of Ibadan Inland Dry Port. 

Group photograph of Management of NSC with the Oyo 

State Governor at the Secretariat in Ibadan 
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Trucking is the live wire of logistics - Hassan Bello 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and CEO of the Nigerian Shippers Council, (NSC) has said 

that trucking business is the live wire of logistics. He stated this during the familiariza-

tion visit of the members of National Association of Road Transport Owners (NARTO) 

to the agency’s head office in Lagos recently. The team from NARTO was headed by 

the National President Alh. Othman Yusuf. 

Hassan Bello noted that although other modes of transportation of cargo have their ad-

vantages such as barges, rail, amongst others, we need continue to maximize the ad-

vantages of the trucking system as it is mostly used for door to door delivery of cargo. 

He explained the need for the continuation of the collaboration between NSC and 

NARTO, especially in the infrastructure of Vehicle Transit Areas (VTA) and Inland 

Dry Ports (IDP) projects. 

Speaking further the ES/CEO said indicative freight rates needs more collaboration to 

know how much it will cost to move cargo from one place to another as NSC ought to 

publish periodical rates for moderation. 

He also mentioned the need for re-fleeting, stating that the old trucks have littered the 

highways making cargo delivery sub-optimal. 

National President, NARTO Alh. Othman Yusuf and ES/CEO, 

NSC, Hassan Bello during the visit to NSC HQ in Lagos. 
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Another area in which Mr Bello sought NARTO’S collaboration is the new legislative 

bill for carriage of goods by land which he revealed to be unregulated and cumbrous es-

pecially as there is no consequences for loss or damage of cargo he said the input of 

NARTO is necessary for this bill to be passed. 

He called on NARTO and other stakehold-

ers to invest in the VTAs to make sure they 

own it and urge their drivers to utilise 

them. 

He further urged them to make sure trucks 

are up to standard. He emphasised the im-

portance of latching containers to trucks to 

prevent accidents. 

In his response, the national president 

NARTO, Yusuf Othman expressed satisfac-

tion with the visit noting that he is happy that a member of NARTO will be on the 

committee for VTAs as requested by NSC.   

Speaking on the need to clear the Apapa gridlock he mentioned the need for railways 

and barges to support movement of goods by trucks especially since there are too many 

rickety trucks on the roads, which need to be replaced. 

He recognised the effort and importance of the NSC as port economic regulator to-

wards the growth of the maritime industry. 

Group Photograph of NARTO’s power packed team 

with Management of NSC at the visit in Lagos. 
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Covid-19 Pandemic Was a Rude Awakening for Us – Hassan Bello 

…there is the need to maximize our benefit in Nigeria, says co-champion NACT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Executive Secretary and CEO of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council said that the 

covid-19 pandemic which has taken the global economy by surprise was a rude awaken-

ing for Nigeria and the world at large. He stated this at the recent visit of the National 

Action Committee on Transport (NACT) to the headquarters of Nigerian Shippers’ 

Council in Lagos. The team from NACT was led by the Secretary General and co-

champion of the committee Mrs Funmi Folorunsho. 

Hassan Bello stated that it is important the country wakes up to the realities of the 

time. “We have long advocated for our economy to be diversified, which we believe will 

impact our economy positively. 

Speaking on the African Continental Free Trade Area agreement (AfCFTA) he stated 

that 52 countries have ratified this agreement which is to be effective in January 2021. 

This will lead to the involvement of billions of people in the economy and also a high 

GDP for Nigeria.” 

He however noted that although the agreement is a good one and will favour those who 

are ready, Nigeria still has a lot of work to do in terms of readiness for the agreement. 

He mentioned the deficit in infrastructure of rail, road and connectivity for our ports 

and hinterlands as part of areas which needs to be worked on. 

“A deliberate conscious action is needed from everyone to make sure trade is easy, it is 

Group Photograph of Members of National Action Committee on 

Transport with Management of NSC at the visit in Lagos. 
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not about population, vastness of hinterland or coast line, but infrastructure and pro-

cesses.” he said.  

He lamented that the rate at which things are 

done manually at the ports such as how cargo 

is exited from the port, 100% physical exami-

nation, long ship dwelling time, amongst oth-

ers. He said these inefficiencies are preventing 

the country from being competitive when 

compared to South Africa and Ghana. 

“We have become so import dependent; the 

terminals were not built for export. The cur-

rent culture of export delays can lead to the degrading of the commodities” he said. 

He revealed that the Apapa gridlock will disappear starting March 2021 which will drive 

competition among the terminals. He revealed that port users can look forward to be-

ing digital and contactless. “Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) will in due time deploy 

electronic call up systems which will help traffic management and will make our ports 

competitive, the Customs are also deploying e-customs in accordance with World Cus-

toms Organisation’s recommendation with scanners, 100% physical examination will 

be a thing of the past.” he said. 

He said the commencement of operations at the Lekki deep sea port will solve some of 

the challenges. He urged Nigerians not to be tired despite the long wait. 

Responding to questions from the media, the co-champion of NACT, Mrs Funmi Folo-

runsho noted that Nigeria has over 66 items of agriculture to her advantage which need 

to be maximised and to do so requires the right logistics for exportation to save Nigeria 

from her dependence on oil.  

She urged the media to become partners in the growth of Nigeria by being optimistic in 

their reports. 

  

Co-champion of the committee Mrs Funmi Folo-

runsho handing over interim report to Hassan 

Bello, ES/CEO, NSC at the visit in Lagos. 
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CBN Collaborates with Shippers’ Council, sensitizes stakeholders on 

TRMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due to the call by stakeholders for more technical enlightenment on the operation of 

the Trade Monitoring System, the Nigerian Shippers Council (NSC) in collaboration 

with the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) organised a two-day refresher training on the 

CBN’s Trade Monitoring System (TRMS). The event was held at the NSC’s Headquar-

ters in Lagos.  

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Council, Mr Hassan Bello 

in his welcome address, described TRMS platform as a very essential tool which the 

Government and the CBN intend to utilize to streamline export processes in Nigeria. 

He said it is important for all stakeholders to buy into and ensure its success. The ES/

CEO was represented by the Director Legal Services, Alh. Tahir Idris.  

The platform was also created to enable exporters and others to meet and agree at a 

mutual beneficial rate, to buy and sell foreign exchange. 

The Director, Trade and Exchange Department of the CBN who was represented by 

Deputy Director Trade and Exchange Department of the CBN Mr Usman Abdullahi 

said the objective of the workshop was to create awareness and build capacity on the re-

cent automated export process using the Trade Monitoring system (TRMS) and to give 

the participant the opportunity to interact on the new procedures and to deliberate on 

Some stakeholders at the refresher training on the CBN’s Trade Moni-

toring System (TRMS) at NSC headquarters in Lagos. 
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the challenges affecting export trade and chart a way forward.  

Day one covered the introduction, policy regulation, how to access e- form NXP, the 

process flow, development of e-form and us-

ers training by the CBN staffs. The day came 

to an end with questions and answer seg-

ment from stakeholders.  

Day 2 was an interactive / practical section 

on how to access the TRMS platform. All 

participants came with their laptops to prac-

tice what they had been taught. Speaking to 

some of the participant they expressed their 

gratitude for the exercise. Some talked about the way forward, challenges and benefits. 

The program came to an end with the closing remark by the ES/CEO Mr Hassan Bello 

who was pleased with the interactive section and turn out from stakeholders. He also 

expressed gratitude to the Nigerian Custom services who have been very friendly to ex-

port, he appealed to the CBN for more concrete interventions in the export sector. The 

ES/CEO promised that this will not be the last training as it's going to be a continuous 

exercise until everyone is satisfied.  

Cross section of the participants at the training 

with one of the resource persons from CBN 
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 ‘’Import, export business are experiencing low patronage’’ -Terminal 

operators lament 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terminal operators and shippers in Lagos State have lamented the low patronage that 

import and export business are presently experiencing at Lagos Ports following the re-

cent curfew imposed by the Lagos State Government over #ENDSARS protest by the 

Youths. 

The terminal operators made this known when the Executive Secretary and Chief Exec-

utive Officer of Nigerian Shippers Council, Mr Hassan Bello led the agency’s  team on 

a visit to ports in Lagos to ascertain the level of operations after the  crisis. 

The Stakeholder Manager of AP Moller Terminal (APMT), Mr Daniel Odibe, said they 

are losing business on daily basis due to the present gridlock and construction work at 

their terminal. 

Odibe stressed that their gates have been reduced to three instead of nine. 

Mr Daniel said that the biggest challenge they are presently facing is unavailability of 

L-R: Cajetan Agu DCAD, NSC, Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, NSC, Yemi 

Adenaike, Manager TICT and Ifeoma Ezedinma, DRS, NSC at Tin- 

Can Island Container Terminal (TICT) in Lagos 
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escort officers.  "From 6pm to the morning of the next day, they are not available to fast 

- track the evacuation of containers. This translates to 33 to 40 per cent of transactions 

being delayed at their terminal", he said. 

According to him, they have reduced the number of vessels berthing at their terminal 

to create room for barge operations.   

In his response, the Customers' Experience 

Manager, Tin- Can Island Container Terminal 

(TICT), Mr. Yemi Adenaike, said it is taking 

them time to master the Trade Monitoring Sys-

tem portal which CBN introduced in 2019. 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive 

Officer of Nigerian Shippers' Council, Mr. Has-

san Bello, said NSC paid the visit to find out 

the challenges the terminal operators and the 

shippers are facing, especially after the disrup-

tions of services at their terminals for five to six days by youths over End SARS protest. 

He urged them to adapt to the situation and try as much as possible to ensure that 

there is no spill - over that will affect Nigerian economy over the disruption that has 

happened. 

He said "We should be worried about the congestion, the issue of demurrage, storage 

and rent as well as the inability of the shippers to remove their cargoes at the ports dur-

ing this period of #ENDSARS protest". 

Bello called on them to come up with some incentives that will fill the vacuum already 

caused by the disruption.  

According to the CEO, everything is being done to minimize the effect of the disrup-

tion caused by the hijacking of the #ENDSARS protests. 

His words "We came to find out your challenges and the problems that you are facing 

to enable us .go back to the Government and tell the government about the situation 

on ground. Government wants to be sure that things are normalized as much as possi-

ble at your terminals. 

He urged them to conduct their operations efficiently. 

He said he had good news for all investors in the port system about what the govern-

ment is doing, namely the infrastructure and the electronic call- up system which he 

L-R: Daniel Odibe Stakeholder Manager 

APMT, Hassan Bello, ES/CEO, NSC, & an 

officer of APMT at AP Moller Terminal, Lagos 
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hopes NSC will be involved in to ease the traffic 

situation in Apapa for efficient delivery of car-

goes. 

He told the terminal operators that NSC is 

working together with NPA and NIMASA to see 

what they can do to improve the maritime sec-

tor in Nigeria 

The ES/CEO stated that NSC has started pre-

liminary discussions with Power Holding Com-

pany (PHCN) for an independent power supply 

to the terminals.  

This, he said, would enable them have about 98% of power supply at their terminals. 

 

  

 

L-R: Rakiya Zubairu DDPR, NSC, Danjuma 

Buba, Head Complaints, NSC, Folake Wole-

Soyinka, DD Strategy, NSC and Ifeoma 

Ezedinma, DRS, NSC at the Terminal in Lagos 
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NSC South-South Zone seeks collaboration with Nigeria Customs Ser-

vice, Onne Port 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The South-South Zonal Coordinator of the Nigerian Shippers' Council (NSC), Mr 

Ogor Izah has sought for collaboration of Nigeria Customs Service, Onne Port, and 

Rivers State to proffer a lasting solutions to the challenges facing stakeholders in the 

South-South region. 

The Council's Coordinator, who was accompanied by the President of the Rivers/ 

Bayelsa State Shippers' Association, Chief Ofon Udofia said the visit was to seek the 

cooperation of the Customs Service in order to promote a friendly working environ-

ment. 

The NSC, statutory Act, he added, encouraged the formation of Shippers’ Association 

across the country. 

According to him, the shippers in the course of doing their work are encountering vari-

ous challenges and he has to come with the President of the Association to discuss 

those issues with way forward. 

Responding, the Comptroller, Nigeria Customs Service Area 2, Onne Port, Comptrol-

ler Awal Baba Mohammed, appreciated NSC for the visit 

South-South Zonal Coordinator, NSC, Mr Ogor Izah and 

Comptroller Awal Baba Mohammed at Nigeria Customs 

Service Office Area 2, Onne, Rivers. 
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According to him, NSC- shippers' visit will 

foster collaboration. It would allow contin-

uous synergy which will obviously cushion 

clearance procedures at the South - South 

port. 

Speaking further, the Comptroller main-

tained that the major problem they are 

having with stakeholders is lack of compli-

ance with Customs Clearance Procedures 

and false declaration during examination. 

He, however, enjoined the men and Offic-

ers of the Nigeria Customs Service to desist from frivolous activities. 

Group photograph of management of both NSC and 

Nigeria Customs Service during the visit at Onne, 

Rivers. 
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NSC North West Zone donates books to Murtala Muhammad Library, 

Kano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In its effort aimed at educating, enlightening and sensitizing the shippers, the Nigerian 

Shippers' Council (NSC) has donated books to Murtala Mohammad Library, Kano. 

The Executive Secretary and Chief Executive Officer of the Council, Mr. Hassan Bello, 

who was represented by the Director, North West Zone, Hajiya Karimatu Othman Oth-

man, said that the maritime books will help to educate, enlighten and sensitize the 

shippers on issues relating to maritime which is in line with core mandate of NSC. 

In his response, the Executive Secretary of the Library, Dr. Ibrahim Isah Bello said with 

the gesture from NSC, it will go a long way in educating the shippers. He assured the 

Council that Murtala Mohammad Library will make use of the books. 

The books donated by NSC include Nigerian Shippers’ Council at a glance, and The 

ICD story in Nigeria. Others are the Shippers at a glance (maiden edition, August 

2019), the Shippers magazine October to December 2019 and Complaints letters from 

August 2016 to June,, 2020. 

. 

Group photograph of both Management of NSC and 

Murtala Mohammad Library, at the library in Kano 
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CSR: NSC donates items to Abubakar Tafawa Balewa University 

Teaching Hospital, Bauchi Specialist Hospital, others 

 

Northeast Zonal office of Nigeria Shippers Council has donated hospital equipment 

and consumables to Abubakar Tafawa Balewa Teaching Hospital (ATBU-TH) and the 

Bauchi Specialist Hospital. 

The Council also donated household materials 

and consumables to the Bauchi state orphanage. 

Speaking during the presentation of the equip-

ment, the Zonal Coordinator, Alhaji Abubakar 

Sadiq Basir, said the gesture was part of the con-

tributions of Council to assist the community 

people. 

Bashir explained that the Council is also reciprocating the hospitality, cooperation and 

support it was getting from the people of Bauchi. 

Responding, Chief Medical Director of ATBU-TH, Dr Jibrin Bara, thanked the council 

for the gesture and said the donation came at the right time considering the large num-

ber of patients trooping into the hospital from across the northeast. 

“Today is a special and unique day in the hospi-

tal because there are many government agencies 

in the state but Shippers Council is the first to 

come to aid of the hospital with a truck loaded 

with equipment.’’ 

Items donated to the hospitals include hospital 

beds, mattresses, blankets, towels, rechargeable 

fans and medical consumables. 

. 
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Amaechi blows hot over burnt NPA's Headquarters 

.Says perpetrators must be brought to book  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Honourable Minister of Transportation, Rt. Rotimi Chibuike Amaechi has con-

demned the attack by hoodlums on the Nigerian Ports Authority’s Headquarters in Ma-

rina, Lagos during the ENDSARS protest.  

Amaechi in an interview with journalists at the agency's head office in Lagos, expressed 

shock at the level of damage and insisted that the perpetrators must be brought to 

book. 

According to him, such act are uncalled for and indeed regrettable considering the fact 

the structure belong to us all. 

The Minister, who proceeded from NPA to Lekki Deep Seaport Port to ascertain the 

level of progress made in the project, ordered the China Harbour Engineering Lagos 

Free Trade Zone to ensure its completion by 2022.  

 “Lekki Deep Seaport is a critical project. Therefore it should be completed by 2022. 

So, whatever you think will aid the actualization of the project, would be appreciated 

and can be brought to my attention", he added. 

Speaking, the Managing Director,/CEO, Lekki Port LFTZ Enterprises Limited, Du Ru-

Hon. Minister of Transportation, Rt. Rotimi Chibuike 

Amaechi  
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ogang promised that his company would do 

its best to ensure that it is completed within 

the stipulated period. 

Lekki Port Lagos Free Trade Enterprises 

Limited (LPLFTEL) was awarded 45 years 

concession by the Nigerian Ports Authority 

on Build, Own, Operate and Transfer 

(BOOT) basis. During this term, LPLFTEL 

will develop, finance, build, operate and at 

the end of the concession term, transfer the port to the Nigerian Ports Authority 

(NPA). 

Group photograph of Management of NPA and 

LPLFTEL at Lekki Deep Sea Port in Lagos. 
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Kwara State Shippers' Association elects new executives 

 

 

Kwara State Shippers' Association has elected Mr. S. O Alabi as President, while Alh. 

M. Olaiya emerged the Vice. The election was held at its Annual General Meeting 

(AGM) in Ilorin, Kwara State on Tuesday 18 November 2020. 

Other newly elected officers of the association 

include; Alh. S.O Suleiman, Secretary, Mr. Se-

gun Ajifarin, Assistant Secretary, Mrs. R.K 

Olatubosun, Treasurer and Mrs. Ajia Fatimoh, 

Financial Secretary. 

The officers in charge of the Association’s coop-

erative are Mr. S.O Zubairu, President, Bashir 

Basirat, Legal and Mrs. Funke Olatubosun, Matron. 

Speaking shortly after the election, the President- elect expressed profound appreciation 

for their election into the leadership position. 

According to him, the new EXCO would work hard to promote the welfare of their 

members. 

Organizations that were present at the occasion include Nigeria Customs Service, Nige-

rian Export Promotion Council and Kwara State Ministry of Finance. 
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MMS Hall of Fame Celebrates Folake Wole-Soyinka, others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Deputy Director, Strategy of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council (NSC), Mrs. Folake 

Wole-Soyinka has emerged the recipient of testimonial of a “Third Paradise” at this 

year’s edition of MMS Hall of Famers’ Day organized by the Non-Governmental Organ-

ization, MMS Woman of Fortune Hall of Fame (WoFHoF) Initiative. This was in recog-

nition of her robust record of exploits in human empowerment over decades with an 

inclination for sustainable development. 

The event, with the theme: The "Third Paradise"- A New Thinking on Women and Hu-

manity which was held at the Golden Gate Restaurant, Ikoyi, Lagos, was to commemo-

rate the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations (UN) with the recognition of UN 

Generation Amazons.   

In his welcome address, the Founder of the MMS WoFHoF Initiative, Mr. Kingsley 

Anaroke explained that the award ceremony was instituted to discuss ways to meet their 

future expectations as a member of the United Nations. 

According to him, the theme- The "Third Paradise" represents the 17 Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals (SDGs). He further stated that the event is meant to appraise and evalu-

ate the NGO’s journey on gender parity advocacy and strategy. He urged more women 

Deputy Director, Strategy, NSC, Mrs. Folake Wole-

Soyinka  
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to go into politics and also called on the 

Federal Government to introduce a gen-

der character principle as policy to reflect 

the gender sensitivity of the UN SDGs on 

gender equality with 40% employment op-

portunity reservation for women in public 

and private sectors. 

Speaking, Mrs. Folake Wole-Soyinka ex-

pressed delight for the honour bestowed 

on her by the organizers of the event. She 

enjoined women in the maritime industry to be focused, hardworking and most im-

portantly contribute to the growth of not only the maritime industry but the nation at 

large. 

  

L-R: ES/CEO, NSC Hassan Bello, DDStrategy, NSC, 

Folake Wole-Soyinka and CEO, MMS, Kingsley 

Anaroke at the award ceremony in Lagos 
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Nigerian Shippers’ Council loses former ES/CEO 

Gloom was cast over the headquarters of Nigerian Shippers’ Council, (NSC), Apapa 

when the news of the demise of Capt. Biu filtered in. 

Capt. Biu was the third and immediate past Executive 

Secretary/CEO of NSC and served two terms from 

(2004-2012). Capt. Biu brought his wealth of experi-

ence as a master Mariner to connect the NSC to the 

industry and is credited with pioneering works on 

Dry Ports and the regulatory status of the NSC. 

He was an internationalist who worked assiduously 

with Shippers’ Councils in Africa thereby bringing 

regional collaboration which subsists till date. 

The ES / CEO Hassan Bello said the passing of Biu was a deep loss to the industry and 

the nation as a whole. He said Capt. Biu personified professionalism, astute administra-

tion and knowledge. He stabilized the Council and led it at its most critical phase. 

A multiple award winner in the maritime sector, Capt. Biu attended Barewa College, 

Zaria. He graduated with a BSc from Ahmadu Bello University also in Zaria. Profession-

ally well trained, he worked with the Pacific fleet of P & O. He was chief navigation of-

ficer and master marine at the defunct NNSL and Africa Ocean lines. 

After his tenure at NSC he continued to contribute to discourse in the maritime sector 

where his opinion was frequently and widely sought and respected. 

Early callers who expressed their condolences to the NSC management include Chief 

Adebayo Sarumi, a former MD of NSC, Princess Vicky Haastrup Chairman/CEO ENL 

Consortium, Mr. Val Osifor, Mr. Greg Igbuefemen, Funke Agbor, Bolaji Akinola, 

Kingsley Anaroke and a host of others. 
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“The Year 2020 Has Kept Us on Our Toes” – NSC ES/CEO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Secretary/Chief Executive Office of the Nigerian Shippers’ Council, (NSC) 

Barr. Hassan Bello, has described the year 2020 as one having some imperfections, dis-

tortions and difficulties, however, the agency has risen to the occasion and even con-

tributed significantly in keeping the ports alive, amidst it all. 

This was disclosed on the NSC’s sponsored radio program “Maritime Today”, where 

the ES discussed the impact of the Covid19 pandemic and the #EndSARS protest on 

port operations in the country. 

He shared how Heads of Maritime Agencies visited the Nigerian Ports Authority (NPA) 

Headquarter in Lagos, to assess the damage inflicted by vandals during the nationwide 

#EndSARS protest which they hijacked. He said the chief executives also commiserated 

with the Nigerian Railway Corporation (NRC) and the Council for the Regulation of 

Freight Forwarders (CRFFN) for the damage done to their offices.  

While applauding the security operatives who played an important role during the inci-

dent, he expressed that this level of damage to critical infrastructure that would affect 

the economy, is a call for introspection. 

He said, even though the seaports were not damaged, the state government imposed 

curfew would have led to the suspension of some port activities, certain contracts and 

cargo congestions. 

ES/CEO, NSC Hassan Bello  
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The CEO, also applauded the shipping companies who approached the NSC with the 

intention to grant waivers for demurrage on the return of containers within the six days 

given. It showed that they identified with unfolding events in their host countries. He 

therefore called on shippers to also be patient with the process. 

Speaking on the Dala Inland Dry Port, he stated that the recent visit by the Kano state 

governor, Dr. Abdullahi Umar Ganduje, who has already committed about N2.6billion 

to provide infrastructure to the project, was an exchange of views and for discussions 

on how to fast track the construction and operations of the port.  

He noted that the project, would not only open up the economy, but also provide 

transport infrastructure. 

Addressing complaints about the high cost 

of doing business in the nation’s ports, the 

ES emphasized that cost cannot be im-

posed unilaterally without involving the 

NSC and through proper negotiations. 

Also, rather than sit back and complain, 

Mr Bello appealed to shippers, agents and 

other stakeholders who have complaints or 

grievances about waivers, demurrage and short landing of cargo among others, to either 

call or visit the NSC office, along with their documented evidence and their issues 

would be resolved.  

The ES made a call to shippers who have enjoyed the services of the NSC, in the reso-

lution of their complaints, to use the medium available to them to educate and enlight-

en others about the positive outcome of their interaction with the NSC. 
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COMTUA Chairman seeks support for haulage industry 

 

 

 

 

 

The Chairman, Council for Maritime Transport Union & Association (COMTUA) 

Alh. Inua Abdullahi has called on the Federal Government to support the haulage in-

dustry with trucks to boost their operations in the country. 

Abdullahi made the call while speaking in an interview on NSC's sponsored Radio pro-

gramme "Maritime Today" on Lagos Traffic Radio 96.1FM in Lagos, recently. 

He said the introduction of Electronic Call-up system by the Nigerian Port Authority 

(NPA) was a welcome development, adding that the Federal Government still needs to 

ensure the speedy completion and rehabilitation of Apapa port access roads. 

He affirmed the Association's readiness to promote issue that would aid the develop-

ment of haulage industry in the country. 
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Rivers/Bayelsa Shippers' Association President advocates for 

National Single Window at Nigerian seaports 

 

The President, Rivers/Bayelsa shippers' Association, Chief Ofom Udofia has advocated 

for National Single Window at the nation's seaports. 

Udofia said this during an interview on NSC's Ra-

dio programme" Maritime Today" on Lagos Traffic 

Radio 96.1 FM in Lagos. 

He maintained that the absence of National Single 

Window is affecting cargoes clearance and trade fa-

cilitation at the ports. 

He was optimistic that the introduction of functional National Single Window would 

aid shipping trade in the country. 

Chief Udofia said the Shippers' Association in Bayelsa and Rivers State has been assist-

ing their members, particularly those things which would aid their trade. 

He urged importers and exporters in Rivers and Bayelsa to register with Nigerian Ship-

pers' Council as shippers because of the benefits. 

 He thanked Nigerian Shippers' Council for its support and assistance to their Associa-

tion. 



30 

 

 

Delta Shippers' Association Chieftain seeks reduction of tariffs, 

charges at Nigerian Ports 

 

The President, Delta State Shippers' Association, Dr. Austin Egbegbodia has called for 

reduction of charges on the shipment of containers at the nation’s seaports.  

Dr. Egbegbodia  made the call in an interview on 

NSC's sponsored Radio programme" Maritime To-

day'' on Lagos Traffic Radio 96.1 FM, in Lagos, re-

cently. 

According to him, the cost of shipping in Nigeria is 

very high in comparison with other neighbouring 

maritime nations.  This, he said, should be stream-

lined to attract more users to the ports. 

He also lamented the cumbersome process of clearing cargoes in Apapa Port. Two 

months ago, as shippers, we have been battling with how our containers can be cleared 

from Apapa port and such delay is attracting charges. I think, this must be stream-

lined'', he added. 

He said that the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted some of their 

plans for the year 2020, nevertheless, they were able to meet their aspirations. 

The shipper maintained that general cargoes cannot come through Warri Port. This, he 

said, is why they are using Apapa port for their General Cargoes  
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Published by the Office of the ES/CEO and Public Relations Unit 

To bridge information gaps in the Council. 

 

““At sea, I learned how little a person needs, not how much.”  

-Robin Lee Graham 

“The sea does not reward those who are too anxious, too greedy or too impatient. One 
should lie empty, open, choiceless as a beach – waiting for a gift from the sea.”  

– Anne Morrow Lindbergh 

“We must free ourselves of the hope that the sea will ever rest. We must learn to sail in 
high winds.”  

– Aristotle Onassis  


